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Message Text 


TAGS: SREF, PINS, AF, BU, UR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE AFGHAN ASYLUM REQUEST 

REF: (A) SOFIA 1002 (NOTAL); (B) STATE 1 19851 

1 . AS EMBASSY AWARE, IT IS US POLICY TO VIEW ASYLUM AS 
THE RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COUNTRY WHERE THE RE- 
QUEST IS MADE. OUR GENERAL RESPONSE TO REQUESTS FOR US 
ASSISTANCE FROM REFUGEES IN THIRD COUNTRIES IS REFER THEM 
TO APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES AND TO NEAREST 
OFFICE OF UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR). 
OBVIOUSLY, THIS IS NOT FEASIBLE IN SOFIA. WE SEE LITTLE 
THAT WE CAN DO WHILE KOUTCHAI AND HIS FAMILY REMAIN IN 
BULGARIA. 
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2. IF KOUTCHAI RETURNS TO AFGHANISTAN AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
ENTERS PAKISTAN, WE WOULD ADVISE HIM TO APPROACH GOP 
AND UNHCR. UNHCR COULD THEN ASSIST IN HIS RESETTLEMENT 
IN PAKISTAN OR ANOTHER COUNTRY. AS AFGHANISTAN WITHIN 
GENERAL AREA OF THE MIDDLE EAST FOR PURPOSES OF SECTION 
203(A)(7) OF THE INA, KOUTCHAI IS PRIMA FACIE ELIGIBLE TO 
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APPLY FOR U.S. CONDITIONAL ENTRY. HOWEVER, HE WOULD HAVE 
TO PROCEED, EITHER ON HIS OWN OR WITH UNHCR ASSISTANCE, TO 
A POST WHERE C.E. APPLICATIONS ARE ACCEPTED (ROME, VIENNA, 

FRANKFURT, PARIS, ATHENS, OR BRUSSELS). NO GUARANTEES 
CAN BE MADE REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF APPROVAL. BY 
SEEKING UNHCR ASSISTANCE UPON ARRIVAL IN ONE OF THESE 
COUNTRIES, UNHCR WOULD CONTINUE TO SEEK RESETTLEMENT 
FOR HIM AND HIS FAMILY IF C.E. APPLICATION NOT APPROVED. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, POLITICAL ASYLUM 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE139180 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LARTHUR:CML 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X4 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780230-0174 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 05/aaaadmwd.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c3ba417d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 SOFIA 1002, 78 STATE 119851 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2155048 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE AFGHAN ASYLUM REQUEST 
TAGS: SREF, PINS, AF, BU, UR, US 
To: SOFIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c3ba417d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



